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- . pUt.may then beJawf mM to make hook Fehe brotherly love 
BK andbrotherly y communion; which one Church oweth and bear- 
| _ethto another. The brother offended, and not © latiohed Fd, the 


e l]enge! ſent:to them to thix ner 

| Ify hide hceh admoniſhed,hearkennot unto them,;the Chir 
"ded:may and ought: to acquaint their neighbour Chitrehes - 

therewithall, who ma wry boca with them , either in 'convincing the 


can oc _ fin 557 ſo whe e with wo RR 
formation, or elſe in obſtinacy ) t 
thencoforth withdraw all x.) 2n-adeg of- rar Re Sos with 
them, tillchey acknowledge their tranſgreflion " which i8 as farre 
$ Churches may goe in-a Ghurch-way, in caſe of obſtinacy of a 
-neighbour-Charch in any offences and/ſ6 farre they mi goe ace 
ME Lahore oftlſerule, Mat.'18. 15, 16, 19. Look 
-wharrute a-brother is to attend unto in ſeeking to heale the offence 
of «brother,che fame.rute may and ought a \ fite?-Church to attend 
- ahto in fecking to heale anoffi 4 in x "ſrfter-Church.” And lookeas | 
' Paul who had received the ſame equall-poiver of thekey&,with Pm 
ter, reproved Peter openly when be war $0 be blamed; Galys; t+. fone 
Church, who hath received: the fame equall poyer of the keyswich 
another; may: reprove another Church © pen nly "when't 1E are to be 
blamed. And looke by-whazpowe! e-them, 


-x0 their reproofe according toGbd, Bar all this oth * 
they will not allow bridher offended to complathe to the Prerby- 
ters of another Church, till he ſeEno hope of removall of the offeirce 
by his own Church 3 at home. p45 | 
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Sos. .  heſo Children have right to Baptifme. | 


———— no Byt ſome. Infants cannot clairy> right 


where neither of the P.&ents can claime right to the Lords Sapper, 


there their 7nfants cannot claime right to Baptifme. And they can- 


not claime right to the Lords Supper, if it bi that wee baye not 


lawfull 1 to adminiſter the | rds 
. tooneo them at leaſt, either for our want of due power over them, 


or through their want of Communiqn with the Church,(whereof 


the Sacraments a feale )or by reaſon of ſome þ offence which 
they lie under ;(as bath been pt Be opened). Sarely though this 
third reaſon reach not Infants, yet the two former doe, and pre» 


vent as their Parents of juſt c/zime of the Lords Supper, ſo themof 


due right of Baptiſme with us. For neither have wee power over 
themzneither have they communion with any particular Church, 
being diſmiſſed fromthe Church' where they were baptjzcd, and 
recommended to none. 
Againſt this ſundry things are objetted, and ſuch ( a8 ſeeme ) 

of much weight; as 
That po 

ſome who were no members of any viſible Church, and therefore why 
got to the Children of non-members ? as Philip baptized the abr 
, AGs 8, 37, 5 and Peter baptized Cornelius and -his hoaſhold, 
As 10, 47, 48. Paul baptized Lydia and her houſhold;the Gaoler 
. and his houſhold , As 16. 15.33. To which wee anſwer three 


things. 
- aFicſt, The Apoſiles hadan unlimited power, and might baptize 


; beleevers profeſſing rhe faich , and their ſeed , whereloever / oi 


. came but the power of Paſtors and Teacbersis limited to their own 


particular viſible Church; which hath called chem to miniſter un- 
. ro them. -—- 

— Secondly, It cannot be proved; that the Apoſtles or Ev 

liſts baprized any. but ſuch-as either were ah Cage F-9 gs 

| Church before ey preached to.them, or clieth  ebaratuhn 

_ intoavifble Church eltate,before tlicy baptized ey The Exnuhb 
in As 8. was a Proſelyte tothe Church of Fer:iſzlem, for the Text 

faith, be came wp to Hieruſalem for to worſbip, AQs 8. 27. Neither let 
any man objeft, that his memberſhip at Hier#ſalen would nat in- 
i him to \Bapriſime, ſeeing hs ls 4 Sxcrament of the Chry- 
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unto Bapiſme, but in the right of one of their parents, or bork: 


to:the Parents; or 


Sacrament of Bptiſme hath ban aminiſired to. 


tt 


"rhoſecbilben| bave right to Foprifme, "Chap. «4+ . 


" flor Church , nor ofthe Jorlſ; for whatſoever mpnbice of the 
 Fewiſb Church, as beleeved in Chriſt as the Meſſiah, and profeſſed 
t Gait] he was capable of Bapeiſmez for ſuch they were whom 
obn hap Mat.3.6. and Chrifts Difciples, Job. 4, 2. yea all the 
fat ed wee biptbnd tn'the dend died inthe he day esof 
Moſer, 1'Cor. 10. 2: Asfor Lydia, and the Gaovler, and both thee 
ns they lived together in the ſame Citie of Philippi, AQ. 16. 

42: where was 2 compa [= re 5 htwhe' — tek 4-and _ 
ginn Tofthe Gf Gol which doubtlefle was when he 

ched pare dots 16. eth of them asa Church ; 


ye bilippians Caith he 5 that nn the beginning of the Goſpel.no Church 
G_— with mee,a concerning giving and receiving,bnt yee onely, 
4- 15. Which evidently holdeth © 


-m forth as a Church at 
that time, and that Paul didfirſt gather the brethren there into a 


, when he baptized Lydia, and the Gaoler, and others there. 
And kdead the 4 ag _ Chriſt gave bis Apoſtles, hol- 
deth it forth, that they were b preaching ec to make Diſciples, be-. 
fore they baptized them and their children, At. 28. 19. Now a 
Iikiple (as the meaning of the word -implyeth ) is a Scholler in 
_ Chriſts ſchoole, and therefore when the Apoſtles were direted to 
make Diſciples before they did baptize them, they were not onely 
' to. convert them to the faith, bur alfo to ther them as Diſciptes 
or Schollers into a Schoole of Chriſt ; and the Schoole of Chriſt 
is every particular vifible Chriſtian Church ,whercin ſome are tea- 
chers, ſome are Diſciples or Schollers, and his Diſc pline is exerci- 
ſediamongſt them. Neitheris it credible, that the Apo ſtles would 
baptize any, that is, apply.to them the feake of the Conti given 
unto the Church, before they-had _ them,the Covenant ic 
ffs, and entred them into it , in which regard wee cannot eafily 
rhinke, that when Peter baptized Cornelis and his family, he aid 
re they had received the holy Ghoſt, and evidently 
ed the famein newtongues, Afr = 452463 47. ) bat = 
he did allo gather them into one body, them to the ſpiri- 
mall ufe of the newly received Cov In yrs Communion of Saints, 
and baptized them.into the felloyſhip of the Lord Jeſus, andof. 
one another in his Name. 
Thirdly, Wee anſiver, as the Apoſtfes were tranſcendent Offi-- 
cers ofthe Church , ſo they received rranſeendent power to ad- 


a + 
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miniſter their worke. Asthe TR ſent Chriſt, ſo Chriſt ſent 
. them Fob. 20.21. to wit, Cum amplitudine & plenitudine poteſtatis 
_ with all fulneſle of Poer, ſo thatany one Apo recaal ec _ 


gifts and power of all the Officers of the Church. Any Apoſtle might doe 


the worke, not onely of an Apoſtle, but of a Prophet, of an Evange- 


_ phers) things to come, Als 27.22. They travelled up and downe 
 notondyto plant Churches; bur to water Churc 


ſome words of exhortation, Job. 21. 25. They as Teachers of the 


liſt, of a Paſtor, of a Teacher, of a Deacon. They doe foretell (as Pros! Rey. Ta; 


t Char hes, as Eoarpe- 
liſts, As 15. 41. They as Paſtors feed the flock of Chriſt with whol- 


I Tim. 2, 7, 


Gentiles; as Paulſpeaketh of himſelfe;taught them in the myſteries 


of the kingdome of God. They (as Elders) rated the Church, notas 


Lord:, butas examples to the flocke, and as Deacons they received 


_ the oblations of the Church, and diſtributed the ſame according to 
the neceſſitie of the Saints. Yea, though' when the Apoſtles carne 
where Churches were planted; they did put forth-noa&of tran- 
ſcendent anthoritie, btt did: all with the conſent of the Church ; 
yet in the abſence of the Churches, they might dos any aff which 


|| @2nyCharch; and all the Officers thereof might doe rk Asfor 


Ads 4, 35- 


ought wee know they might in ſuch” a caſt impoſe hands alone 5 {6 


Paul might ſet apart Timothy to forme ſpeciall' office, 2 Tim. r. 6. 
* they might alone deliver wnto Satan, 1Tim. 1. 20. they alone mis 
_—_ in as much ay thepreſence, and the power, and fellowſhip 
. of anyoneof them, did comprehend as much as the preſetice and 
power and fellowilt 

therefore in fach tranſbentlenit caſts , are not 


dents for us; but according! to the meaſure of the gift of Chriſt, 


: 
. 


weeare to morein' onr owne line, and toaT onely as the Mini- 
 fiers'of Chrift and his Church, in the preſence ad fellowſhip of the 
2. Tt ie objefted'agatne, that children of excommunicated per- 
fons', ſuch as betig caft' out, are not holden as members" of the 
Clurchy have yet rightwrits c | 
doneof us'to-deny tlic Baptilme'of the children of fuch ag are riot 


CST TOI o_ oy 


. M 2 


ſome 


riſes; they prove by finidry Argaininits. o'r "ON 
s Sar raag#=Jooas hin arere OR forts. of Members ; 


Thee Coilares bows right uptime. Clap- 4. 


_ © ehrenby the ſpirit of love, 


_- . Ingraffinggthey are truemembers,a 


ſome aremembers nor affx:l),butin the eternall al CounſellofGod, 

 » 2. Some are member: y in ſhew and appearance, as hypo-: 

 crites, which are as woodden leps faſtned to the body. © ' 
knit to Chriſt by faith, to the bre- 


- 3+: Some are l;wely memvers, 
:4«'Some are decayed members, which though they, belong to Gods 
Ele&ion, 8&are truly ingraffed-into/ChriſtJelus yet for the preſenc 
have no. lively ſenfe of the power and vertue of 'Chriſt: theſe are 
_ . liketoa lepge or arme to. a:man that hath a dead palſey, which 
though ic remaite for a:time without Nelingang noitiſhment; yer 
being joyned'to'the body, it may be recovered. by the vertue of 
ſome ſtrong medicine; and made whole as the other. ITY 
Of this her are aL COIIE $ in regard oftheir- 
id cannot be quite cut off from 
the body-of Chri't, Zeb. 10. 18. And though they be holden. as 
cut off from the holy Communion of the faichfull by the Chur- 
ches cenſure; as alſo becauſe Chriſt ratifieth in heaven,-whar. the 
Church hath done on earth ; ai:d likewiſe becauſe mn themſelves 
they want the free paſſage of the life and. vertue of the ſpirit of 
grace,ull they be touched with repentance; yet they are not whol- 
ly cutoff trom the focietie of the faichiull, becauſe the ſeed of faith 
 "remaineth in them; and thac knitteth the bond of-conjunftion 
wich Chriſt. , ow. | 
_ - Anſw. Thoſe godly Jearned Divines,: who doe thus argue, wee 
doe ſo highly eſteeme, and ſo deeply reverence in the Lord; that 
were the cauſe our owne, and not the Lords, wee ſhould rather let 


Ec 
= 


it fall; then defend it, by ea to the grave judgements of 
ſuch holy Saints. But becaule wee may not accept. perſons inthe 
things of Chriſt , wee are forced to excuſe our ſelves from ſabmit- 
ting to their judgenicnts in this caule, which yer generally in 0- 
thers wee yeeld. unto them ; Our anſwer therefore is, that howloe- 
yer ſuch excommunicate perſons. as are truly faithfull-( notwith- 
faith remaineth in them ;yet to the ſocterie of the faitbfull, joyned 
| in aparticalar vifible-Chwrch, they are not knit, but wholly cut off 
from their Communion: forit is not the ſeed of faith, nor faith ic 


fake, thathniwceth a man 10-this or that partionlar viſible rw 
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Sea: FH . "aſe Coildren bave right to Fai. 


CA I Ss 


__ butanholz y profeſſion of the fattb; and profeſſed ſubje&ion to the 
Goſpel of Chill in their Communion: Which profeſſion, when a - 
faichfull man hath violated by ſome notorious ſcandalous crime, 
or by wilfull. obſtinacy, in handing our in any offence againſt the 
rule of the Goſpel, he is now delivered unto Satan aid therefore 


wholly cat off from the Communion of the Church,and conſe equently 
from as ſeales thereof: himſelfe fronr the Lord: table, bis { ed 


(which are his members) from Baptiſm : he is not now as a dead. 


'ntember, cut off from the (9h Ne pars fincera trabatur ; 
the Lord Jeſus may till lay hold upon him by his Spiris , when. 
yet he cannot in-any lively manner tor the time lay hold apon 
ChriG-; and fo he may ſtill remaine a member of che invilble 
Church of the firſt-borne, when yet he hath neither part, nor 


portion, nor fellowſhip in che particular tiock and' vilible Church | 


of Chriſt Jeſus, bt 3s as an Heathen; or a Publican. 
Now becaule the Sacraments are not given to the. inviſble 


Church,nor to the members thereof,  ſ#:h, but to the viſible par- 


ticular Churches of Chriſt Jeſus, and to the members thereof ; 


ſuch therefore as are cut off from their memberlike Communion : 


with the viiible Charch , are-cur off allo from the ſeales of that. 
Communion, Baptiſme, and.che Lords Supper. As therefore. wee 
doe not receive aft Heathen to the fellowſhip of the Supper, nor 
their ſced co Bapriline, ſo neither dare wee receive an Foxcommuni- 
ſon (who is to us as an Heathen) unto the Lords Supper, 
_—_ children to Bapciſme.. 

. ObjefZ. It. is obje&:d againe in the bohalfe of thechildren of Ex- 
communicate perſons, that it is not. in_the power of-man to-cuc 
them oft from Chriſt, though they bz excommunicate: the perſ9- 
nall fin of the Parent, may nor keepe the bleſſing from the childe, 
and therefore not deprive. it of the libertie of the ordinance of 
God. 

 Aaſw. Fhe ſame 
the Church againſt pow 
cut off the childe from Chriſt, (no more then the Father ) yet it 
cuts him off from the outward fruition of the Covenant of Chriſt with 
his Church, and from the ſeales thereof : For as Chriſt gave the 
childe no right unto Baptiſine, but by the Fathers right unto the 


way 


TT” 


4 va ts ; 
4, es = 


er P Chrift he ratifarh che Cantire of 
Excommunicate parent, thoughic doe not: - 


Covenants and Communion of the Cluuch. ; o. i he taketh a» _ 


Ly 
+2391 
£4 


- longed to Chriſt. 


 2.Command. _ 


| way the Father 


” L CEE eRe, 


 felſe is a meansof ſalvation, 1 Cor. 5.5. and Tarkesare nearer then 


* Rm 


; "hoſe Children boveright to Baptiſme. Gn 


viehrfrom the Covenant and Communion of the 
Fortran the Childrens right alſo. The perfonall 
e parent hoe > bara a meer private or perſonal | 
on of his family. For eotke- 
% A 5 Gon of bis fach ath —_ p agincoche Church was as-the ; 

Pte) obdlbinn e no profeſſic ny bue by ſs moath into te Chub: 
So-his violation of his p ofeffion' by a feandalous crime, was as a 
þ band his feed , inal ns 9 


rence 

peo eo rap grievous offenders) and 
Apoftates (which joyne t with the encrnles of the 

has b, tothe ruſhie and overthrow ofche Go@bul,) and betweet 

Turkes and Iafidels, that are forth of the Covenant, and never be- 


 Anſw, Weewillingly put a difference berween the Excommunt- 
cate perſons and Apoſtates , and Turkes; to wit, in ſach-things- 
wherein they differ. Excommunicate perſons are neerer to helpe 
and meanes of converſion then Turkes; For Excommunication ie 


Apoftates ; For better it were never to haw knowne the way of vighte- 
eſtſſethen after they have knowne it, to turne away fromthe Ng "a 
ent given unto them, 2 Pet. 2. 21. But yet in _ 
gree, they are all of them as Heathens, 22t.18. 17. And 
neither tlie Parents tobe ain ro the Londs Tables th nor that 
children to-Bapriſine. 
Obje#. Moreover, it is ſtill; farther obje&ed in behalfe'of In 
If ehe'mercy of God enlarge 7 ſelfe rochſandrgh f 7 
queſtion whether ſuch Infants belong to the Covenant, and fo 
from-the Sacrament of Baptifme;which 3 is duetothem | 
by the right of their Anceſtors? 
-— I, If the - | :ote % of Gods mercy fo thouſand:, be a faſfith- 
inthe riphi of their Anceftors; ew Fans av welt M 
extend'it to the children of Tarky and Trfidels 


ſo the differenceof theone from the other (\ Frey net I $row 
ment) 


Sed. 6. whoſe Children have right ” nevi. £ 


ment ) will be taken away. 
from Noab to Chriſt as is p 
and there have not | > gen Chriſt 
time tothe Turks and Infidele of by oper vagtrs.n 
mercy to a thouſand Generations may fetch in the Children of Excone= 
ins £6805; ions Game omiſe may fetch inall Turks and Infi- 
Ends mth wee dare not therefore improve the large exten- 
fion'of Godg mercy ſo farre as to a thouſand G 


right and title to the Covenant of God with his Church, and to 
rape the Miniſters of the Goſpel to ſer the ſeales of the Co- 
yenant t ereunto. 

_ _ The true meaning of the promiſe wee take to be, That God our 
of his abundant grace and rich mercy, may and doth extend 
thonghts of redeeming and converting grace and mercy unto thou- 

fand Generations; But he never allowed his Church rr rs 

to receive into their Covenant, and Communion, the Children roma} inc 

parents, who lived a thouſand yeare agve, much lelle a t 

ration? Nay rather the Text is plaine, that the helical of the 

chil eth upon the faith of the next immediateparents, 

Car of one of them ora 1 Cor. 7. 14. to wit, ſuch faith as 4 

nominateththem dduhon's » in oppotition to Pagan In 

dels: and that of the children to fuch parents, is ca od 

Federal, which receiveth them into the Covenant, and to the 

ſrales ofit. © 

 Objeft. Laftly, itis objedted, that children borne in Pemkiarion, 

have right to Baptiſme, and why not then the children of Excom- 

nunicate parents? The wickednefſe of pdfents ———— 

ps age ms that totheir f: CE - 
> | 


> of the Parent, doth not 
he faith of the childe : noe pete ry 
Catalogue of Beleevers, Heb.11. 32-Rux yet 
1 Teftament , a Baſtard was not admired 19 cont into the 
ongregatian of t, the Lido bw tenth Generation,Dent.23.2. and that 
Id not but prejudice > 1} the baſeborne children of Iſrael, and 
dre eto their lyation. And the oe | 


pertain | 
God ſheyeth greater grace to them inthe dayes ofthe Golpel,* 
cannot ( by proportion of any rales of the : of) d 


| dy. d for them the Churea , w_ this, that notwith- 
we as | handing 
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; the finneof ther parents ma be needvolinrothe 
ron arent pot yy i a 


Tn tur Tc; even agg 
et Lots 0 TEL che ntaln the 
Ine whether 
 Sponſores, as witneſſes, as ſome doe who fetch allowance of wit-. 
nefles from Io. B. 2, 35 4- or whether they conſider them as Sare- 


thr, the holy Scripy re gives no warrant for either in ſuch a cafe. 
| Theplace in 1ſaiab giveth no foothold for Wirnelles in Baptiſme, 
The Probe: Galkd n not Uriah tor a witneſſe of tbe Circxmciſion of 


his childe ; but of the conception of a man-childe yet u 
andiof the Prophecy of ſuch events as were to fall our ducing tl 
infancy; of the childe; nor was it meetthe Prophet ſhquld h Hig 
ſowicked a time-ſerver as Uriab was, to be a witneſle of the Cir- 
cunicilion of his childe-; t hough, the more prophane and dola- 
trous lie was, the more fit and faichfull a witneſle of a mairaculous 
Rion, to the convidtion of an incredulous King, and people: 
Anda as ;for-Saretice, the Covenant is not intayled to Suretics, to 
ſuch as for whom chey undertake, but to faithful! php pertain- 
ing to the family of the Church, and to their ſeed. Ft is rue indeed, 
thereis a large promiſe to Abrabam, trecing: the Covenant to 
his ſed, not onely to the children of his owne body, and tohis proſe- 
hte my ants, but alſo to all 'that were borne in be hauſe, or bought 
with miney, Gen. 17. bs 13- which ha applly may grant ſo nuch 
libertie toa Chriſtian or, that if a ſtranger or wicked man 
ſhould give bim bis wp from his infancy to be brought up as his 
owne, itmay be baptized a bis owne ; But that is the utmoſt Fs 
| of libertic in this caſe. :And very  doubtfull icis, wherher the pro” 
miſe pertaine onely to the children of Proſelytes , eicher ſtranger 
-- orborne in the houſe. But wee know-not any ground at all to 
allow a faithfall man libertie to. enticle another-mans childe to 


 [Vapriſane,ongly v a pretence of his one promiſe to have an eye to 
is | anletſe the childe be.cither borne in his cut or re-. 
mes him Fo behrooght up as bis owe, 
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